Results
To date II8 West Indian children have been seen. Of these, 53 children were nonsquinters, having been referred principally by the school medical service for the investigation of poor vision, and interestingly, 37 of these children were found to be myopic. This study, however, concerns the group of 65 squinting children. Table I sets out general information about this group; 27 (41 5 per cent.) were myopic and eighteen (27.7 per cent.) There is a considerable literature pointing out the equal sex incidence of myopia in its lower degrees, and most are agreed that there is an increased female incidence in the higher degrees (Wilson, 19I 3 Females were affected twice as often as males and this relationship corresponds with that found in other studies of divergent squint (Cass, I937).
MYOPIA
The overall incidence of myopia (41.5 per cent.) is broken down into an incidence of 72 -2 per cent. for the divergent squinters and 29 8 per cent. in the convergent squinters.
It was originally suggested by Donders (I864) that the relationship between myopia and divergent squint paralleled that between hypermetropia and convergent squint, but this theory was later discounted.
In this series the incidence of myopia in divergent squint is twice that of myopia in convergent squint, so that at least in this study Donders's theory receives support.
A possible explanation for the high incidence of myopia in convergent squint is that there is simply a higher incidence of myopia in this group of children as a whole. Lagleyze (I 9I3) gives a figure of only I *3 per cent. myopia for his series of squint in French school children.
RACIAL INCIDENCE OF MYOPIA
Racial differences in the pattern of refractive errors are well known. The Chinese, the Japanese, and the Jewish races all have a higher incidence of myopia than Europeans (Chan, 1953; Miyashita, 1931; Sorsby, 1934 The parents of the group as a whole came from a wide scatter of islands (only five were born in the British Isles) and a similar pattern was obtained for the parents of the myopes, so that no one island was producing the myopes. All the children in the group studied were born in the United Kingdom.
MOTOR FINDINGS
These displayed no particular trend.
Summary and conclusions (i) West Indian children attending the Birmingham and Midland Eye Hospital and the Birmingham Children's Hospital with squint have a four times higher incidence of divergent squint than Caucasian children attending the same hospitals.
(2) The incidence of myopia in both convergent and divergent squint is also many times more than that found in a similar Caucasian group.
(3) Amblyopia appears to be twice as common in this group, possibly because of the frequently associated anisometropia.
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